ANALYSIS OF WATERS,

CHAP. IV.
OF THE METHOD OF ANALYSING- WATERS

J. HE analysis of waters, or the art of ascertaining the
different substances which they hold in solution, and of
determining the proportion of these substances, is one
of the most difficult things in chemistry- The difficul-
ty arises not only from the diversity of the bodies which
occur in waters, but from the very minute quantities of
some of the ingredients. Though many attempts had
been made to analyse particular waters, and several of
these were remarkably well conducted, no general mode
of analysis was known till Bergman published his Trea-
tise on Mineral Waters in 177S. This admirable tract
carried the subject all at once to a very high degree of
perfection. The Bergmannian method has been follow-
ed by succeeding chemists, to whom we are indebted
not only for a great number of very accurate analyses
of mineral waters, but likewise for several improve-
ments in the mode of conducting the analysis. Mr Kir-
wan has in 1799 published an essay on the general an-
alysis of waters, no less valuable than that of Bergman;
containing all that has hitherto been done on the sub-
ject, and enriched by the numerous experiments of Mr
ICirwan himself, -which are equally important and well
conducted. Mr Kinvan has given a nevv method of an-
siSj which will probably be ado^rd hereafter; no: